
I Conclusions of Corruption Assessment Report  

Corruption as a societal problem  
1. Corruption is not a key problem of the citizens. Same as in the surveys from 2016 and 

2014, the corruption takes the fifth place based on the perceptions of the citizens to it as a 
societal problem. For the citizens, the issues of existential nature such as unemployment, 
poverty, and low incomes, but also political instability are more important. Immediately after 
them, follows the corruption, and with the evident increase of crime as a problem for the 
citizens, it could be considered that the corruption and crime create a feeling of high concern 
for the citizens.    

 
Experience of corruption 

2.  The trend of increase of corruption pressure and involvement in corruption continues. 
The corruption pressure by the officials and involvement of the citizens note an increase 
compared to the surveys of 2014 and 2016. In 2018, 36,3% of the citizens have been exposed 
to a corruption pressure, which means an increase of 5,8 percentage points compared to 
2016, and high 10 percentage points compared to 2014. On the other hand, in 2018, an 
increase of the corruption resilience has been noted, that is there was pressure made to 
36,3% of the population, while the involvement is 31,4%. In 2016, the difference between 
corruption pressure and involvement was only one percentage point.   

3. Corruption remains unpunished in Macedonia. If we take into consideration that 31,4% of 
the respondents have confirmed that they have been involved in corruption, and if projected 
to the population it is 519.727 citizens, сwe come to a conclusion that a minimum of half a 
million criminal acts in the area of corruption have been acted on. On the other hand, in 2016, 
only 145 persons were convicted for an abuse of an official duty or bribe, which means 
institutions’ efficiency rate of 0,03% cases have been discovered and completed with a 
judgement.  

4. There are significant demographic differences in regard to the corruption pressure and 
involvement. The Albanians in Macedonia face a significantly higher corruption pressure 
compared to the Macedonians. Out of the citizens who have had contact with the 
administration, 81 % of the Albanians have experienced corruption pressure, as opposed to 
53 % of the Macedonians. Consequently, the Albanians have been involved in corruption in 
a great number or 74,5%, as opposed to 47% of the Macedonians.  

5. The citizens do not report corruption. The citizens in Macedonia very rarely report the 
cases when they have been requested something in order to solve some of their problems. 
Namely, very high percentage of 90,6 % of the citizens have not reported a case of corruption 
to any institution competent for appeals, as opposed to only 4,7 % who reported the case to 
some of the institutions. Compared to 2016, this percentage has increased, which suggests 
the deterioration of the trust of the citizens in the institutions to which they would report 
corruption.  

 
Attitudes towards corruption 

6. The citizens have a high level of corruption awareness. Same as in the previous years, 
high 69,2% of the citizens are aware of the corruptive behaviors and not only about giving 
bribe, but also some more complex forms of corruption such as nepotism, clientalism, etc. 
However, the citizens more easily recognize corruption when there is an exchange of money 
rather than any other type of corruption, thus, consequently, the most recognized form is 
giving money to a police officer in order to take the driving license.   

7. Increase of the acceptability of corruption. The trend of increase of the acceptability of 
corruption has been growing compared to the previous years. In 2018, the population is 
divided in regard to the acceptability of corruption practices, and it is for three percentage 
points higher than in 2016, that is for five percentage points more compared to 2014. 
Projected to the number of population, it means that for 827.590 citizens the corruption is an 
acceptable way of behavior. The size of this number represents an important problem and a 
great failure in tackling corruption and the anticorruption policies development.  



8. The young people are the most tolerant to corruption. Something that is concerning and 
it should be paid more attention to in the future is the greater tolerance, that is the acceptability 
of corruption by the young people at the age from 18 to 29, compared to the other age groups. 
Thus, for 64,2% of the young people at this age it is unacceptable to give money to solve a 
problem, which is high 9,6 percentage points less than the average non acceptability (73,8%).  

 
Perception of corruption: potential for prevention of corruption 
  

9. The citizens have high expectations for the corruption pressure in the future.   Great 
majority of the citizens (87 %) consider that in the future there will also be a probability or high 
probability of corruption pressure. Compared to 2016, there is a deterioration that is whole 12 
percentage points that there is an increase in the expectation of corruption pressure. This 
suggests to a growth of pessimism and reduction of the hope of the citizens that there would 
be opportunity for tackling corruption. Such attitude of the citizens should be taken into a 
serious consideration by the Government and the competent institutions, by taking measures 
to convince the citizens about the announced determination to tackle corruption.  

 
10. There is a wide spread of corruption. More than half of the citizens (61,9 %) consider that 

the corruption is spread among the officials. There are differences based on the ethnic 
background, that is over 70 % of the Albanian population considers that the corruption is 
widespread among the officials, while 58,4 % of the Macedonians have that opinion. There 
are significant differences among the supporters of the political parties, that is the supporters 
of SDSM in smaller numbers (55,3 %), compared to the other parties, have the perception of 
the spread of corruption among the officials. As opposed to them 64,6 % of VMRO – DPMNE 
and 60% of BESA have that perception. 

11. The judges and public prosecutors are perceived as the most corrupted.  Corruption 
has penetrated all professions of all segments of power: judiciary, executive, and legislative. 
Three out of four citizens consider that the judges and public prosecutors are the most 
corrupted. In addition to them, over 65 % of the citizens consider that the members of 
parliament, ministers, political party leaders, and the local leaders are the most corrupted 
professions. While for the less than 40% of the citizens, the representatives of the civil society 
organizations, the bankers and the teachers are corrupted. The least of the citizens (20,7 %) 
consider that corruption is spread among teachers.  

12. The spread of corruption in the judiciary system continues to remain as the most 
perceived by the citizens. Same as the case with the profession, also in the sectors, the 
Courts and the Public Prosecutor’s Office are the two of the three leading sectors which are 
perceived as sectors where the corruption is spread the most. As opposed to the previous 
years, the Ministry of Health and probably the whole public health sector takes the second 
place as an area in which the corruption is widely spread.  

13. The citizens are not optimistic in regard to eradication of corruption. In regard to the 
perspectives of suppression of corruption, 20,7 % of the citizens consider the widespread 
corruption could not be reduced, while almost half (46,9 %) of the citizens consider that the 
corruption will always exist, but it could be reduced. 

Trust in institutions 
 

14. The Ministry of Interior, the Government and the Special Public Prosecutor’s Office 
enjoy the greatest trust as institutions competent to tackle corruption. The citizens have 
express that for tackling corruption, they have the highest trust in the Ministry of Interior, then 
the Government and the Special Public Prosecutor’s Office. The Courts and the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office enjoy the lowest trust among the institutions. Supporters of the governing 
SDSM have significantly higher trust in almost all anticorruption institutions compared to the 
supporters of the oppositional VMRO-DPMNE, who have lower trust. 

 


